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Student-Centered Learning
Link:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Student-centered_learning

Student-centered learning, also known as learner-centered education, 
broadly encompasses methods of teaching that shift the focus of 

instruction from the teacher to the student. In original usage, student-
centered learning aims to develop learner autonomy and independence 
[1] by putting responsibility for the learning path in the hands of students 

by imparting to them skills, and the basis on how to learn a specific 
subject and schemata required to measure up to the specific performance 

requirement.[2][3][4] Student-centered instruction focuses on skills and 
practices that enable lifelong learning and independent problem-solving.

[5] Student-centered learning theory and practice are based on the 
constructivist learning theory that emphasizes the learner's critical role 

in constructing meaning from new information and prior experience. 

Student-centered learning puts students' interests first, acknowledging 
student voice as central to the learning experience. In a student-centered 
learning space, students choose what they will learn, how they will pace 
their learning,[6] and how they will assess their own learning by playing 

the role of the facilitator of the classroom.[4] This is in contrast to 
traditional education, also dubbed "teacher-centered learning", which…

Sidebar on student-
centered learning” page 
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Constructivism (Philosophy of Education)
Link:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constructivism_(philosophy_of_education)

The nature of the learner
Social constructivism not only acknowledges the uniqueness and complexity of the learner, but actually encourages, utilizes and 
rewards it as an integral part of the learning process.[15] 

The importance of the background and culture of the learner
Social constructivisms or socioculturalism encourage the learner or learners to arrive at his or her version of the truth, influenced by 
his or her background, culture or embedded worldview. Historical developments and symbol systems, such as language, logic, and 
mathematical systems, are inherited by the learner as a member of a particular culture and these are learned throughout the learner's 
life. This also stresses the importance of the nature of the learner's social interaction with knowledgeable members of the society. 
Without the social interaction with other more knowledgeable people, it is impossible to acquire social meaning of important symbol 
systems and learn how to utilize them. Young children develop their thinking abilities by interacting with other children, adults and the 
physical world. From the social constructivist viewpoint, it is thus important to take into account the background and culture of the 
learner throughout the learning process, as this background also helps to shape the knowledge and truth that the learner creates, 
discovers and attains in the learning process.[

The role of the instructor
Instructors as facilitators
According to the social constructivist approach, instructors have to adapt to the role of facilitators and not teachers.[19] 
Whereas a teacher gives a didactic lecture that covers the subject matter, a facilitator helps the student to get to his or her 
own understanding of the content. In the former scenario the learner plays a passive role and in the latter scenario the 
student plays an active role in the learning process. The emphasis thus turns away from the instructor and the content, 
and towards the student.[20] This dramatic change of role implies that a facilitator needs to display a totally different set of 
skills than that of a teacher.[21] A teacher tells, a facilitator asks; a teacher lectures from the front, a facilitator supports 
from the back; a teacher gives answers according to a set curriculum, a facilitator provides guidelines and creates the 
environment for the learner to arrive at his or her own conclusions; a teacher mostly gives a monologue, a facilitator is in 
continuous dialogue with the learners.[22] A facilitator should also be able to adapt the learning experience 'in mid-air' by 
taking the initiative to steer the learning experience to where the learners want to create value.

Criticism:  Indeed, Mayer (2004) reviewed the literature and 
found that fifty years of empirical data do not support using the 

constructivist teaching technique of pure discovery;
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Current Ohio Teacher Evaluation System
Link:http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Teaching/Educator-Evaluation-System/Ohio-s-Teacher-Evaluation-System/

OTES-2-0/Ohio-Teacher-Performance-Evaluation-Rubric-OTES-2-0.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
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What is wrong with child-centric education?
Link: https://online.hillsdale.edu/courses/k-12-education

Explanation in 
first minute of 

Lecture 1. 
https://online.hillsdale.edu/

courses/k-12-education

Dr. Arnn: By being child-
centric we are actually 
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Example of students as 
“creators of knowledge” 

This is student-centered education.
https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/education/research/

units/museum/current_programs/chaange/documents/
critical_inquiries.pdf 

Inquiry Design Model (IDM) 

Published in National Council for the Social Studies, 2018 
“…critical inquiries must provide students with opportunities to 

address the injustices identified in the inquiry…”  This is ACTION 
CIVICS. 

“…aid in the development of critical consciousness and create a 
disposition toward working for change.”
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